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GENTLEMEN, 


Now at length Preſent you with that 
Sermon which at your deſire I Preached' 
at the Second «Anniverſary Meeting of our 
{8 ( ountrey-men, and which you were pleaſed 
| 8 fo far toe Approve as to Requeſt the Publi- 
cation of it. That I have not performed 
your Requeſt ſo ſoon as might be expefted, I 
hope you will pardon me, fince I had not till 
phy time a convenient leiſure to. Tranſtribe 


Az my 


” 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory; 


my Papers for the 1} this platn D 

courſe A ht apple, wo = Way = 

duce to pramote [. Dol *F Good which « the 
a 


oe A rpument of 1 it, I thank k God or the 

Succeſs, Kd ar AR Pune oat ee the 

At Yluphe:.: al .; | 
Gonlenen [ am 


Wc 1 Four Aﬀc&ionzteCauntrey: MAB, 


Friend and Servant, 


JOHN SHARPE. 
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At the Second general Meeting of the 


_ Gentlemen and others in and. near 
» London, 'who were Born within the 
County of York. FN 
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T know that there is no good them, but for a 
man to rejoyce and to do good in his life. 


of the ſeveral eriments- that - Salomon 

had made in order to the' finding» out 

wherein the Happineſs of Manin this World doth 

conlift; and theſe Words are one of the conclu- 
fionshe drew from thoſe Experiments, 1:1 

Noman had ever greater Opportunities of Try- 

wo all the ways wherein men-genetally _—_ 


; ; T'* Book of Eccleſiaſtes gives us anaccqunt 


— 


Eecleſ. 1. 
13, 


ver.1 8, 


Cap. 2. 


VEr. 2 . 


ver 4 
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Contentment than he had ; and no man did ever 
more induftrioully apply himſelf to, or took a 
greater liberty in enjoying thoſe good things that 
are commonly moſt admired than he did : - And 
yo ateer all his Labor aod all his Enjoyments he 

und nothimg but -Emptineſfs and DiflatisfaRi- 


He thought to become Happy by Philoſophy, 
giving bis heart, as he tells us, to ſeek and ſearch out 
all rhe things that come to paſs under the Sun: Yet 
upon Tryal, he:found all this tobe Fanity.and vexa- 
tion of Spirit. kofl 7, v3iirt 

He applyed his mind to Political Wiſdom and 
other ſorts of Knowledge, and his Attainments 
in that kind were greater than of any that were 
before him ; 'yet he experienced at laſt that in Wiſ- 
dom, was much grief, and he that increaſeth Knowledge in- 
creaſeth Sorrow. | NS : 

He proved his heart ( ashetells us ) with Mirth and 
Wine and all forts of Senſual Pleaſures to find if 
theſe were for the Sons of men: and yet 
ſo" far was he from his defired fatisfa&tion in theſe 
things,' that he was forced to ſay of Laughter that it 
was mad, - and of Mirth what good doth it. 

He turned himſelf.to works of Pomp and Mag- 
nificence, he built him ſtately Houſes,” and e 
him Gardens, and Fineyards, and Orchards, and 
Fountains. Heincreaſed his Poſleſſions, and gather- 
ed 
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ed Silver and Gold and the precious Treaſures of Rings and ,, , 


of the Provinces, He got hima valt Retinue, and 
kept the molt ſplendid Court that ever any Prince 
of that Countrey did : yet (as he tells us ) when 


3 


he came to ok upon all the works that his hands had wr. :, 


wrought,and on the labour that he had laboured to do, behold 
all was vanity and vexation of Spirit, and there was no pro- 
fit under the Sun. 

But wherein then is there any Profit if not in 
theſe things? What is that good that the ſons of 
men are to apply themſelves to in order to their 
living as comfortably as the ſtate of things here 
will allow? Thus queſtion ( after an intimation 
of the uncertainty and perplexedneſs of all humane 
events, but withal of the exacineſs of the Provi- 
dence of God who hath made every thing beautiful in 
its ſeaſom, He thus reſolves in the words of the 
Text, I know ( {aith he ) that there is no good in them but 
for a man to rejoyce and do good in his life, that is to ſay, 

I have found by long experience that all the 
Happineſs that is to be had in the good things of 
this I1fe doth ariſe from theſe two things, Rejoycing 
in the enjoyment of them, and doing Good to others 
with them while we live. Take away theſe two 
Uſes and there isno good in them. 

Orit you pleaſe we may Interpret the firlt part 
of his 06d 8 not of things but of men thus: I 
I know there is no goodin them, i. e. L am convinced that 

RE there 
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there.1snothingo good tor the. ſons of men; or, 
co ;contribates to their happineſs 
this world;than that every wav;ſboult rejoyce and lo 
goodln his life, Amdtothisparpole the words are ren- 
- dred byſeveral Interpreters, but it is no matter 
which of the ſences we pitch upon, hnce in-effe&t 
they come both toonething., F 

Two things then, Solomon here recormnends to 
every. one That' would Ine comfortably m this 
world; ' Rejoycing amel doing Good: and 1 do not 
know what canibe moreiproper and 1caſonable to 
be :recommended 'and unfifted on to you at this 
tzme.and vnthis-accahon, than theſe two things; 
for the putting.chemm practice makes up the whole 
defign of this Meeting. 

- wk hore ſo-many Brethren met together to 
Fejoyoe and to ao Good. T © Rejoycetogether in the 
tenfe and acknowledgment of Gods mercies and 
Bleflings to us, -and intheenoyment of Society one 
with.another: Andto doGowdnot only'by encreafing 
our Friendfhipand: Mutual 'Correfpondence,'but 
by joyningtopether ina thearſn]'Contribntion to 
thoſe our:Country-raen thatnecd our Charity. To 
emertarn 'you 'therefore upon theſe Two Points 
ſeems to be my Proper Bulnefs. 

. Butim treating -ofthem 1 hall make bold to in- 
vert the order in whuch: they are iput in the Text, 
zi fhall:tnit ſpeak of dow 'Gvoll thongh it 'be laſt 


5 named, | 


at the York-fhize Featt. 

named, and (halbafterwards treat of Fejoycing. The 
truttuis, doing gaod in the arder of nature goes before 
Fejoycing, fort is the Foundation of it. There can 
be no true joy in the Poffeſlion or uſe of any worldly 
b unleſs we canfativhe our felves we have 
done {ome grout withthem,: Tv iwithe deing good that 
fanAtfies: our other enjoyments-and: makes thewn 
matter of Rejoycing. 

Now mtreating ofthis Argument I (hall briefly 
endeavour theſe Threethings, 

Firſt, I ſhall earneſthy recommend. to: you the 
Pradtice of dving good upon: ſeveral Conſiderations. 
| Secondly, I ſhall repreſent the Practicableneſs 
of it, by ſhewing the ſeveral ways which every per- 
fon ( thoughin the meaneſt Circumltances ) is ca- 
pableof doing good: 

Thirdly, IJ ſhall make twoor three Inferences 
by way of Application. | 


L begin with the Firſt thing, ferioully torecom- 
mend the pra&tice of aving good. 

But where ſhall T begin to ſpeak, cither of the 
Obligations that lye upon us, or of the Benefitsand 
Advantages that do accrue tous by doing good in- our 
lives.? or having began, where (hall I makean end? 
the ſubyect is ſo- coptous that the Aludy of a whole 
life cannot exhauſt it. Fhe more we conſider it; 
ſill the more and the weightier Arguments will 

i preſent 
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preſent therſelves to us to ingage us 1 the practice 
ofit : and the more we. practife it, ſtill the more 
ſhall we deſire ſo to do, and the more happy and 
Bleſſed ſhall we find our ſelves to be. 

For, to do good 1s nothing elſe but toact accord- 

iwg tothe frame and make of our Beings. It is to 

ratifie thoſe Inclinations and Appetttes that are 
molt ſtrongly rooted in our Natures; ſuch as Love 
and Natural Aﬀection, Pity and Compaſſion, a De- 
fire of Friends and a Propenlity to knot our ſelves 
into Companies and Societies: what are all theſe 
but ſo many flimuli, ſo many powerful incitementg 
of nature to put us upon doing good offices one to 
another ? 

To de good is the end of all thoſe Acquiſitions, of 
all thoſe T alents, of all thoſe Favours and Advan- 
tages that God has bleſt us with, it 1s the proper uſe 
we are to put themto. If we do not employ them 
this way,we are ſo far from being better for them that 
we are much. worſe. What) will fignifie our Wit 
and good Humour, our Strength of Reaſon and 
Memory, our'W.itdom and Knowledge,our Skill 
in Arts, and Dexterity in managing Bulinefs, our 
Wealth and Greatneſs, our Reputation and Inter- 
et in the. world, I ſay what wil all theſe Gignifie if 
they.do-riot render us more Ulctal and: Benekicial to 
others? . That which ſets the price and value upon 
every worldly bleſſing, is the Opportunity it af- 
fords us of doing good. | To 
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To do good ſeems to be the foundation of all the 


Laws of Nature, the ſupreme Univerſal Law ; it 
is that by which the World is ſapported, and take 
that away, all would preſently tall into confuſion, 
And perhaps if it were particularly examin'd, it 
would be found that all the other Natural Laws 
may be reduced to this and are ultimately to be re- 
ſolv'd into it. It 1sa queſtion whether there be any 
ratural Standard whereby we can meaſure the 
Virtue or the Vicioufne(s of any Action, but the 
Influence that it hath to promote or hinder the doin 
of good, T his is that that feemstoſtamp Virtue an 
Vice. | 

To do god is the great Work for the ſake of 
which. we were ſent into the world, and no man 
hves farther to any purpoſe than as he 1s an Inſtru+ 
ment ofdoing good. Be our lives otherwiſe never ſo 
bulie and full of aQtion,yet if others receive no bene» 
ft by them,we cannot give our ſelves any tolerable 
account of our time, we have in effe&t liv'd idly and 
done nothing. 

To do god is that which of all other ſervices is 
moſt acceptable to God, it is that which he hath 
laid the-greate(t ſtreis upon in the Scripture, it is 
that which he hath with the moſt earnelt. and ab 
feRionate perſwaſives, with the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ments, with the greateſt promiſes and with the 
molt dreadful threatnings entoxc'd upon us. It is 


8 


ef Sermon preached 


that which be hath, choſen before all Sacrifices and 
all Religious worſhip ſtridtly ſo-called to be ſerv'd 
with. It 1s that which: he hath appointed for the 
great Expreflion both of our Thankfulneſs for his 
Benefitsand otqurLove and Devotion:to him. Laſt- 
ly it that which- Moſes: and the Prophets make the 
Gm ofthe Old:Law, and Chrilt and his Apoltles 
the Sum: of the New. 

And'very great Reaſon there is for it , for todo 
good 18 to. become moſt like to God. It is that which 
ok all other Qualities givesus the! greateſt reſem- 


; 5:4.4.s, Dlance of his Nature and Perfections, for perfect 


Mat. <. 
44» 45+ 


Loveand Goodneſs is the very Nature of God, and 
the Root of all his other Attributes; and there:was 
never any Action done; any work wrought by him 
throughout the valt Trats of infinite fpace, from 
the Beginning of-time to this Moment, but was an 
pe: 7 amr of his Love, and an inſtance of doi 
qua (025 nay I doubt not to ſay,the molt ſevere aa] 

Juſtice and Vengeance have all been ſuch ) And 
therefore with great qr hath our bleſſed Lord 
told-us, that the way to become the Children of 
our Heavenly Father is to do good to all, with the 
fame Freedom and Unreſervedneſs that God 
makes his Sun toſhine upon the World. 

And of this our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf was 
the moſt luſtrious Example that ever appeared in 
the world, ſo that to d» good is that which doth 


moſt 
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moſt traly and perfeQly render usthe Diſciples and 
Followers -of Jeſas, makes ns really be what we 
pretend we are. His whole life ( as the Goſpeltells 
ns ) was but a contmnal going about doing good. 

The great Defign of his Coming from Heaven, 
and of all that he ſpoke, and of all that he did, 
and of all that he fuffer'd upon Earth, was the be. 
nefitmg of others. Andhe hath left it as the -great 
diftmguifhing Badge and Character, whereby his 
Diſciples fhonld be known from other men, that 
they ſhould love one another even as he had Tov'd them, 5s. r;. 
that is ( as his Apoſtle expoundshmm ) they ſhould 3+ 35: 
love and do good to that degree as 10 lay dows : 5%. 3. 
their lives for the brethren. = 

But to do good 18 not only our greateſt Daty but 
our greateſt Intereft and Advantage, which is that 
that Solomon chiefly refers to m the Text. It 1s 
certain that noman can'take a more 'Effettual way 
to render his Being the world Happy and Com- 
fortabletothim ( according to the ordinary courſe 
and event of things ) m what "Condition -or 'Gir- 
cumſtances foever he is placed, thanto do all the 
good he can 1n his life; ſo that though a man that 
hays out himſcltin this way, ſeemsonlyto reſpet 
the good of other people, yet in'true reckoning he 
moſt confults his own proht. 

For to do good itn the natural way to raiſe us 
friends, who hall be oblig'd 'to contribute their 

© En- 
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Endeavours to the furthering our honeſt deſigns; 
to the upholding and ſecuring us in our Proſperity, 
and to the ſuccouring and relieving us when we 
arein any evil Circumltances, ſuch is the Contri- 
vance and the Conſtitution of this World, that no 
man can ſubliſt of himſelf, but ſtands in continual 
need of others both for their comfortable Society 
and their neceſſary Aſſiſtance in his Aﬀairs. Now 
ofall men living the Good man who maketh it his 
Buſineſs to oblige all about him, is moſt likely to 
be the beſt befriended. 

To de good is the trueſt way to procure toa mans 
ſelf a Good name and Reputation in the World, 
which as it isa thing defirabl: upon many accounts, 
ſoit isa ſingular Advantage to a man for the car- 
rying on his ſecular defigns. Nay to do good is to 
Embalm a mans name and to tranſmit it with a 


7rov.16,; grateful Odour to poſterity. The memory of a | 
as 


man ſhall be bleſſed. and the ſence of mankind 
always been, that too much honour could not be 
given tothe name of thoſe that have done good in 
their generation. 

But which 1s a great deal more than all this, to 
do good is the moſt certain effectual means to pro- 
cure the blefling of God upon our endeavours, 
and toentitle our ſelves to his more eſpecial care 
and providence and Protection : So that let what 
will come; in all circumſtances and conditions 
the 
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the good man has the greateſt aſſurance that all 
things ſhall at leaſt be : tolerably well with-tum; 


and that he. ſhall never 'be miſerable. Truſt in the ;;, ... 


Lord ( faith David) and be doing good, ſo' ſhalt thou ** * 


dwell in the Land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. 
Nay further, to do good is to entail a bleſſing 


upon our Children after us. I have been young and | 
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now am old ( ſaith the ſame Pſalmiſt ) yer faw | never 
the Righteous ( that is the merciful and good man, 
for that 1s the Notion of the word in that place 
and in moſt others) ſuch an one ſaw I never 


forſaken nor his ſeed begging their bread. 


Laſtly to conclude this point, To do gud ( be- 
{des all theſe advantages that attend it ) is moſt 
to conſult our. own peace, and to make the beſt 
provilion poſiible for our pleaſure and delight. 
Charity. ( as Dr. Hammond uſed to ſay) is really 2 
piece of  Senſuality. And. Epicurus himſelf the 
great Maſter of Voluptuouſneſs would confeſs 
that it was not only more Brave but 'more: Plea- 
ſant to.do kindnefles than to receive them, - And 
certainly, every good man will find. it fo, for as 
the exerciſe of Charity and Benehicence is as truly 
a gratification of our Natural Inclivations and 
A ppetites as any other action or thing that cauſeth 
pleaſureto us : Sois it alſoa gratification of thoſe 
Appetites which are the higheſt ahd the nobleſt 
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we have... Now: hy how much;the appetite: that 
is-gtatifid 14'more fioble and divinie;: by ſo much 
mult the'delight' that arileth) fromsthavi pratifica- 
tion be*more' exquilite-.. 'So that-t' was no very 
great Hyperbole-of -our Divme Poet when'he ſaid 
that k c th 10J 12313 5-4 


is” Le On us eada blind) am 
ek morn Wlljjs go lf | 
-:: Than that one joyot: domg Kindneſles, | 


-» And which is further to :be conſidered; it's not 
with this pleaſure ab it is with mbilf' others that va-. 
niſh with the enjoyment, nay often leave bitter- 
neſs and melancholy upon the-mind after they are 
gone off, For to dogood is a permanehtpleaſure,a plea- 
fare that wall laſt as long as oup kves.'Fhe memory 
of our goad. actions. will. always: be 'accompanied 
with. Delight and-Sityfaction;; 4vheh all pur other 
paſ'd' Enjoyments prove'.matters.of anguiſh and 
torment to:ns-upon our reflections on them, thele. 
will be. a; refreſtmcnt!; and the nearer we ap-' 
proach to death, till: the more comfort ' we (hall 
fipdin them.  Would:we therefore treafare up 
to our ſelves a ſtock of laſting peace and” joy to 
ſupport us in all conditions of our life and ſo make 
our paſſage ealic at our death, let. us do al the 
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' wo 6 

1 think I have Cade th to: convince any one 
of the truth of Solomons' Propoſition that rhere is 
nothing better for a man, nothing- that more con- 
cerns him either in point of 'duty or nigh te 
than to do good in his life.” © Meier 4h6te' 
ſaid, and what hath been ſaid * might: have been 
ſaid with more' advantage; and greater evidence 
if it had 'been-fit toinhiſt upon every particular : 
but. I wilt purſue this- argument” rio further, but 
proceed ts the ſccorid general point 1 propos'd, 
which 18 to- ſet before you 'the practicablenels.ot 
this great duty, by ſhewing the ſeveral wayes which 
every perſon though m the meaneſt Circumſtance 
is capable of doing good. Þ, 

. A great\many there arethat areas {trongly: con- 
vinced as maybe that "tis both their Intereſt and 
duty to be doing good intheir lives, but they com: 
plain that it is not 1n their power, they have not 
any Means: or Opportunities 'for #t; and they-be- 
moan thenifdves ladly uporr thi;/account;/'as think. 
ing- their live/uſeleſ becauſe they havent thoſe 
viltble Capaciticsof being ſerviceable tothe world 
that cthers have. 

T6'fuch astheſe let me ſay thisin the oedleral: 
There isno condition 1n the world ſo mzan and 
deſpicable, but yields us O portunities of doing 
g00d.' | There is neither Old'nor Young, 'Man nor 
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Woman, Rich-nor Poor, Highnor Low, Learn- 
ed nor Unlearned,, but i their Sphere, by agood 
busbandry of thofe Talents that God has intruſted 
to their care and management they may be very 
uſeful to. others; and prove inſtruments of much 
good to their generations. 
T his truth St.. Paul\ moſt elegantly ſets forth in 
+ Cor. 12. where he compares the Society of 
Chriſtians to a Natural body. There he ſhews 
that as in the Natural body there are many mem- 
bers, and all thoſe members. have not the fame 
dignity.and honour, nor the ſame uſe or office : 
and yet every member ( even the meaneſt ) hath 
its particular uſe by which it doth real ſervice to 
the body; nay ſo uſcful it is that the body cannot 
be without it ; ſo. it is with the Church of Chriſt 
and with every body. politick. There is a neceſſ» 
ty both in the Church.and in the State, that there 
ſhould be variety of fun&ions and callings, and de- 
orecs, and. congitions., There mult be fome to 
qyern.and, ſome to.'be. governed ;. there muſt be 
oy more conſpicuous, ſome more obſcure; 
ſome, whoſe gifts and. endowments lay this way, 
and ſome whole Talents lay in another way, and 
yet there is not one of theſe but in his degree and 
lation, either is or. may be as uſeful as any.that be- 
long to the Society.. So that the eye cannot ſay t9 the 
had (as our Apoſtle there expreſleth it) I have no 


need 
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need of thee.. Nor again the head tothe feet, I have 
no need of you, nay more, thoſe members of the body 
( as he continues ) that ſeem ro be moſt feeble are yet 
wery neceſſary. 
Toreduce the Apoſtles notion toits- particulars, 
or to ſhew in how many reſpe&ts every individual 


perſon that's a Member of a Society 1s neceſſary 
to the publick, and either doth. or may ſerve the 
Weal.of it, and -ſo-do good n his life, 18 atask too 


great for me to-undertake at this time, let it ſutfiee 


at the preſent to propoſe to. you theſe general 
keads. 

Firſt of all none can want opportunitiesof doing 
good that is in a capacity of performing any aQs 
of mercy or charity ſtrictly ſo called whether 
that charity be ſhew'd to the bodies or ſouls of 


men. Now the inſtances and expreſſions of this. 


way. of doing good are infinite, as infinite as are: 
the wants and-necefſities of mankind.. 

To the bodies of men we do-good when: ever 
we contribute tothe: relieving and caling them-of 


the outward preſſures and wants, and neceflities. 


they lie under: Such. as Sickneſs, Pain, Poverty, 


Hunger, Nakedneſs, Debts, Impriſonment, or- 


any other: outward affliftion that falls upon them; 


whether: that eaſe and relief be effected by: our: 


p_ or by our: counſel and advice, or. by ous la- 
Andi 
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\. Atd:{ure ſomeone of, theſe three things there 
19-0000 {0- mean or \nconſiderable in the world, 


but it 38 in ls power to benefit his poor: Neigh- 


bour with. 


; Tothe Souls of men we do good, whenever 


by our diſcourſes or other endeavours. we make 
Men better or wiſer; when; we inſtruc the 1gno- 
rant when we. ſatisfhie the doubtful, when we re- 


duce thoſe thatare miſled by error, when weeſta- 


bliſh- the weak, when we.reprove thole that do 


amils; in a word, allour attempts and endeavours 
in what way ſoever to reclaim men from vice, and 


to bring them to wiſdomand ſobriety 1sa Charity 


to their Souls; and whether our deligns ſucceed 


or not we ſhall be rewarded as thoſe that have done 


| mow inthe world. 


. decondly, All the at of "45.9 and kind- 
aca nay evenot Civility and good Nature, are to 
be accounted among the mltances of doing good. 


A- man doth good not only by aftsof Charity pro- 


. perly ſo called, but by every courtelic that he doth 
:to:gnother ; He doth good by ſhewing his reſpect 


.and-good willto all abode him, by reconciling dit- 
terences among neighbours, and-promoting peace, 
friendſhip;and ſociety as. much as he can ; by being 
Generbus and Libedal and Hoſpitable according 
to bus" abality,; by forgiving: injuries, -and/ if it be 
poſlible making friends of thoſe that did'them; by 
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being eahte' of acceſs, and fweet and obliging'in 
his carriage; by complying with'the infirmities' of 
thole he converſeth with, and in a'word, by con- 
tributing any way to make the lives of others more 
calie and comfortable to them. 

Thirdly,” a manalfo doth good when he makes: 
uſe of that acquamtance or friend{hip or intereſt, 
that he hath with others to ir them up to the do- 
ing of that good which he by reaſon of the nar: 
rowneſs of his condition, or for want of Oppor- 
tunity cannot do -himfelf..- This 1s'a very conhide- 
rable inſtance of doing good how flight foever it 
ray ſeem; theman that exerciſes himlelf this way- 
is doubly a benefactor; forhe is not only an in{tru-- 
ment'of good to the perſon or perſons for whony: 

The kindneſs\or- the charity ; but he does 
alſo a-real kindnels to the' man himſelf whom he 
prits upbn the benefa&tion; for God will not lels 
reward his good wall for being excited by another. 

Fourthly, Another way to do good is: to be- 
careful and diligent, and conſcientious im the dif- 
charge'of all thoſe \Publick Offices which we are 
call'd upon to execute in the place where we live. 
How burthenſome ſoever theſe be; and how-much 
ſoever of our time they rob us of, yet God by cal-- 
ling usto them, hath put a 'prize iv our hands, { as 
the Wiſe manſpeaks ) todd much good if me Have 
bearts to make uſe thereof. Polk 


Biithly, 
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Fifthly, We do good when being in a private 
Capacity we ſocarry our ſelves in all the Relations 
in which we ſtand as the nature of the Relation re- 
quireth. As for inſtance, when being SubjeRts we 
conſcientiouſly obey the Laws of the Kingdom and 
ſubmit to our Governours, and promote what we 
can the publick Peace both of Church and State. 
When being Maſters of Families we take care of 
thoſe under our Charge, making ſufficient provili- 
on both for their Souls and bodies : When being 
Huſbands or Wives we diſcharge faithfully all the 
Conjugal duties : When being Parents we love our 
children, and bring them up in the fear and nurture of the 
Lord. When being children we obey our Parehts in 
all things. When being ſervants we do our work in 
ſingleneſs of heart, not as men-pleaſers but as thoſe that ac- 
count they have a Maſler in Heaven, W hen having con- 
tracted friend{hips we are ſecret and faithful, and 

rudent in the maintaining and preſerving ofthem 
and ſo proportionably in all the other relations that 
weſtand in. All theſe things though they appear 
little, yet are they in their degree a real good and 
benefit to mankind, and fo necellary that there is 
no living tolerably without them, 

Sixthly, We alſo do good by an honeſt and a 
diligent. purſuit of-our calling and employment. 
There is no Art or Trade that we are bred to, but 
if it be alawful one, it may beof great uſe to the 
pub- 


at the Yorkſhire Feaſt. 
publick, and by well minding it, and fairly manage- 
5m it. we- _ render our ſelves very profitable 
members'of the; Common-wealth. T 
Seventhly and Laſtly, We may do a'great deal 
of good by our good Examples, by being to others 
Patterns of Piety, and Prudence, of Diligence and 
Induſtry, of Peaceableneſsand! Loyalty, of Humi- 
lity and Meckneſsand Temperance. In a word, 
every man that will make himſelf Eminent in any 
Virtue will be a Lightto the world, his life will be 
a conſtant Sermon,' and he will often prove: as 
efteual a Benefactor to thoſe about him by his ex- 
ample as others are by their Counſels | and Exhor- 
tations. 

And now all theſe things confidered,who is there 
among us in ſuch deplorable Circumſtances that he 
can reaſonably 750 to-wantability or opportu- 
nity to do good in his life > Sure I am he muſt hve in a 
deſart, and have no Communication with man- 
kind that cannot ſome or other of theſe ways be 
uſeful and beneficial to them. -And thus much of 
our Second Head of Diſcourſe. 


I now come in the Third and laſt place to make 
ſome Application of what hath been ſpoken. 

And Firſt, Since every man is ſo highly con- 
cern'd as we have ſeen, to do. good in his life, letus 
all be per[waded ſerioully and heartily to apply our 
minds hereunto. Letus look upon. it, not as a by- 

Bar work, 
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work, a thing to be done now and then as there is 
6ccafion after our own turnsareſerved : But let us 
lay out our ſelves upon #5 Tet 'us propoſe t to our 
ſelves as the great Bulineſs of our lives. Let us take 


all opportumities for tt, let us comrive and manage 


all our affairs ſo that they-mky ſome 'way or other 
be ſubſervientto the carrying on this great work. 

Let ths be the end of our gatheritig riches,and the 
meaſure of our expending them. To heap ap riches 
that we may be rich, or to throw them away upon 
our laſts are bothequally intolerable, it isthe domg 
good withthem that fanRifies both the getting and 
the ſpendmg them. 

Let this be the compaſs to ſteer and dire ns in 
our purfu after knowledpe, in onr learning Arts 
and Sciences, inthe matiagery of our Trades and 
employments; 10 a word, inthe choice and in the 
profecution of every deſign that is propoſed to us. 
In alltheſethmgs, the great enquiry is to be, what 

will they tend to? How ſhall' we be rendred 
more ufefa} tothe world, if our 'deftgns and en- 
deavours as to theſe matters do- take efteR 2 

Let this be the great rule by which we proceed in 
the Education of. owr Children and Relations,and 
the proviions we make for them in the world, Let 
it be our firſt care to poſſefs them with a deep ſenſe 
of tlic dutythey owe tothe Pablick, and toturniſh 
them withſuch qualitiesas will render them profita- 
ble members of it,and to put them into ſuch profeſſi 
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ons and employments as may afford them fair ſcope 
for the exerciſe of thoſe qualities. If we thus pro- 
vide for them, though we otherwiſe leave them ne- 
ver fo ſmall an Eſtate, yet withthe Bleſſing of God 
they have a good Portion. 

Laſtly, let this deſign of doing good influence our 
very Offices of Religion. When we make our appli- 
cations to the Throne of Grace, let us be fure to 
have the Publick always in mind ; and even when 
we pray for our ſelves let it be with this delign and 
reſolution, that as God m mercy beſtows upon us 
the Bleſſings and the Grace we pray for, we will 
employ them tor the good of ceibite 

O that we would thus ſeriouſly concern our 
ſelves in doing good ! O that we would once lay 
alide all our lttle ſelltſh deſigns, and that narrow- 
neſs and penuriouſneſs of Spirit with whichmoſt of 
us are bound up; and with ardent Love and Cha- 
rity ſet our ſelves nor to ſeek his own but every man an- * Coro. 
thers good, as the Apoltle exhorteth. L 

Secondly,if the doing good be fo neceſlary aduty 
as hath been prada ,what muſt we ſay of thoſe 
men that frame to themſelves Models of Chriſtianity 
without putting this duty into itsnotion ? There is a 
ſort of Chritiznity which hath- obtained in the 
world, that is made up of Faith and knowledge of 
the Goſpel Myſteries, without any reſpe& to Chari- 
ty and good works. Nay have we not heard of a 
fort of Chriſtianity, the very perfeRtion of which 
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keems to conhift in the diſparaging: this duty:of do- 
ing good as much as 1s poſſible; crying it down as a 
heathen virtue, a poor blind/piece of Morality, a 
thing that will no way further qur-falvation ; nay, 
ſo far from that, that it often proves a hindranceto, 
it, by taking us off from that tull relyance and re- 
cumbency that we-ought to-bave'on the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Telus Chriſt only, in order to our Salvation. 
- But O how contrary are theſe Dottrines to the 
Dotrine of Chriſt and K's ys ! How widely 
different a,thing'do they make Chriſtianity co be 
from whatat will appear if we take our notions: of 
it from their Sermons and Practices ! Is it poſſible 
that he that went about doing good humſelf; made 
it; his meat and drink, 'the: bulineſs. and employ. 
ment of his life, ſhould ſet fa light by it, in us that 
are his followers ? 
Is it poſſible that they that ſo-olten call upon us 
» Tin,6. to do good, to ve rich ingood works, above all things to have 
\ Par. 8, fervent charity among, our ſelves, telling us that all faith is 
2 Cor 13+ nothing, all-knawledge of Myſteries is nothing, all gifts of 
Prophecy aud Meracles are nothing,butthat Charity is all 
inall,t ſay is it pojſible that they ſhould think doing 
good ſoinlignihicant, fo unprofitable, nay fo dan- 
gexous a: thing as thele Lipoke of do repreſent it? 
But I need nat further reprove theſe Opinions be. 
cauſe I hope they had but few Patrqns; but this ſeri- 
onlly ought tabe reproved.among us,viz.that we do 
vot genezally lay that ſtreſs upon-this duty we are 
{pcaking of that we aught to do. Many 
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" Many are ready-enough to acknowledge their 
Obligations to do good, and count it a very com- 
mendable thing, and a work that God will bleſs 
them the better for, yet they are loth to make it an 
eſſential ingredient of their Religion,they think they 
may be Religious and ſerve God without it. If they 
be but ſober1n their lives, and juſt in their dealings 
and come to Church at the uſual times, they have 
Religionenough to carry them to Heaven, though 
in the mean time they continue covetous-and hard 
and uncharitable, without bowels of pity and com- 
paſſion, and make no uſe of their wealth, or 'their 
wer and intereſt, or their Parts and induſtry, or 
their other Talents committed to. them, for the 
doing good m the world. 

Far be it from any-man to pretend to determine 
what vertues or degrees of them are preciſely neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation, and what Vertues or degrees of 
them a man may ſafely be without : But this is cer- 
tain;that charity and doing good are: none of thoſe 
that can be ſpared. The Scripture hath every where 
declared theſe qualities to be as neceflaryin order to. 
our Salvation as any condition of the Goſpel: Nay 
if we will conſult St. Marth..2 5 .wherethe Proceſs of 
the General. Judgment is deſcribed, we ſhall find 
theſe to be the great points that at the lalt day men 
{hall be examined upon, and upon which the whole 
caſe of their eternal ſtate will turn. So that if we 


take the Scripture for our Guide, theſe men at lat: 
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will be found to be much myſtaken, and to have 
made a very falſe uudgment both of Religion and of 
ther own condition. 

Thirdly, From what hath been ſaid about doing 
good, we may gather wherein that PerfeRion of 
Chriſtianity which we are to afpire after, doth con- 
ſilt. It has been much diſputed which is the moſt 
Perke& like, tolive in the world as other men do,and 
toſerve God in following our employments, and 
taking care of our farmies,and doing good offices to 
our neighbors, and diſcharging all other duties that 
our relation tothe publick requires of us ; or toretire 
from tho world, and toquit all our ſecular concern- 
ments, and wholly to give up our ſelves to Prayer 
and Meditation, and thoſe other exerciſes of Reli- 

1on Pl ylo called. | | 
'T Ste king of life is ſo magnihed by the Ro- 
maniſts m compariſon of the other, that it bath en- 
grolkd toit ſelfthe name ofReligious. None among 
them are thought worthy to be ſtyled Religious 
perſons but thoſe that Cloyſter up themlelves in a 
Monaſtery. But whatever excellence may be pre- 
tended in this courſe of life, it certainly falls much 
ſhort of that which is led in a publick way.He ſerves 
God beſt that is moſt ſerviceable to his Generation. 
And no Prayersor Faſts or Mortifications are near 
fo acceptable a Sacrifice to our Heavenly Father as 
to de good is our lives. 

It ts true,to keep within doors and to attend our 
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devotions{thongh thote that are in appearance moſt 
abſtraed from the world,are not always the moſt 
devout perſons ) I ſay this kind of life is the moſt 
ealie and the ſafer. A man ts not then expoſed fo 
much to temptations; he may with leſs difficulty 

reſerve his mnocence; but where ts the praiſe of 
uch a vertue? Vertne is then moſt glorious and 
ſhall be moſt rewarded, when it meets with moſt 
tryals and oppolitions. 

And as for the bravery of contemning the world 
and alſthe Pomps of it, which they ſo magnikr in 
this kind of life, alas it rsrather an effe& of pufillani- 
mity and love of our caſe, ard a deſire to be free 


from cares and burdens, than of any true nobteneſs 


of mind. If we wonld hve to exceltent purpoſe in» 
deed; if we would ſhew true bravery of ſpirit and 
frue pitty towards God, let us live as onr bleffed 
Lord and his Apoſtles did. Let nsnot fly Tempra- 
tions but overcomethem; let us net fit at home a- 
muſing our ſelves withour plealing contemplations, 


when we may be nfeful and beneficiatabroad. Let us: 


foorder our devotions towards God, that they m 

be a means of promoting our worldly bufinefs and 
affairs,and dowg good among men. Let us take our 
fit times of retirement and abitrattion that we may 


the more freely converſe with God and-ponr out our: 


foals before him ; but let this be only to the end that 
we may = abroad again more brisk and lively 
za vanquiſhing the Temptations that come m our 


Way, 
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way and more prompt and readily diſpoſed to eve- 
ry good work; This is to imitate our Lord Jeſus, 
to walk as we have him for an example. T his 15a life 
; molt ſutable to the contrivance and the genius of his 
Religion, which is more accommodated to. Cities 
and publick Societies,than to Cloyſters and Deſerts, 
Andi laſtly this 18 to walk ina conformity to his com- 
mand who hath bid us make our light ſo to ſhine before 
men that they may ſee our good works and glorifie our Father 
which is in Heaven, 
| But Fourthly and laſtly, If it be athing fo ne- 
cellary that every man ſhould do good in his life as 
hath been repreſented, then how much to be Re- 
provedaretheythat donogood{tilltheir death! That 
live ſcrapingly and uncharitably and uſeleſly to the 
world all their lives long, and then when they 
come to dye, think to Atone for their ſins and neg- 
les of this kind, by ſhewing ſome extraordinary 
Bounty to the poor, or devoting ſome part of their 
cltates to publick or pious uſes, 

I muſt confeſs this kind of proceeding doth to me 
ſeem jult like the buſineſs of putting RI mans re- 
pentance to his death-bed. It is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry that-a man ſhould repent though it be never ſo 
late ; and ſoit is that he ſhould do good : if he have 
done little good in his life, he is bound as he loves 
his ſoul to ſhew ſome extraordinary uncommon in- 
ſtances of Charity and a Publick ſpirit, when he 
comes todie. But then it is here as itis with the long 
delay- 
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delaying of Repentance, the deferring it ſo long has 
robbed the man of the greateſt part of the praiſe and 
the comfort he might have expeRted from it. His Re- 
wards in heaven will be much leſs though his good 
deeds ſhould be accepted, but he is infinitely uncer- 
tain whether they will or no. It mult be a very great 
act of Generolity and Charity that can obtain a par- 
don for a whole life of uncharitableneſs, 

Let us all therefore labour and ſtudy to do good in 
our lives, let us be daily giving evidences to the world 
of our kind and charitable diſpoſition,and let not that 
be the firſt which is diſcovered in our laſt Will and 
teſtament. If God hath bleſſed us with worldlygoods, 
let us diſtribute them as we ſee occaſion in our life 
time,when every one may ſee we do it voluntarily ; 
and not [tay till we muſt be forced to part with them 
whether we will or no, for that will blaſt the credit 
of our good deeds both with God and man. 


I have faid enough concerning the firſt point re- 
commended in the Text,viz. doing Good, I now come 
briefly to T'reat of the other, that is, Rejoycing, which 
is equally a part of the buſnels of this day. 

There isn2 good ( ſaith Solomon ) in any earthly thing ; or 
there is nothing better for any man than to rejoyce and to do good, 

The Rejoycing here recommended, is capable of 
two ences, the Prf more general and more concern- 
ing us as Chriſtians, the other more particular and 
which more immediately concerns us as we are here 
met upon this occaſion, E In 
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In the firſt place by Rejoycing we may take to be 
meant, a conſtant habit of joy and chearfulnels,fo that 
we are always contented and well pleaſed,always free 
from thoſe anxieties and di{quiets and uncomfortable 
refletions that make the lives of mankind miſerable. 
T his now is the Perfe&tion of Rejuycing and it is the 
utmoſt degree of Happineſs that we are here capable 
of. It muſt be granted indeed that not many do arrive 
to this ſtate, but yet I doubt not but that it is a late 
that may be attained at leaft tn a great meaſure in this 
world.Otherwiſethe Holy men m Scripture,and par- 
ticularly the Apoſtles of onr Lord would never have 
recommended it tous ſooften as they have done, Fe- 


CEE 


1Th.5. joyceevermore, faith S.Panl to the Theſſalmians,and tothe 
Zhi a, , Philippians, Rejuyce in the Lord always,and again I ſayrejoyce. 


The way to attain to this happy condition doth 
conſiſt chiefly tn theſe three things : Firſt a great in- 
nocence and virtue, a behaving our felves ſo in the 
world that our Conſciences ſhall not reproach us. 
T his St. Paul lays as the Foundation of Rejoycing, This 
( faithhe ) & our rejoycing, the Teſtimony of our Comſcrence 
that is ſimplicity and godly ſincerity t have had my converſa- 
tion in this world.. 1t 18 in vain to think of any true ſolid 
Joy or Peace or Contentment without a hearty pra- 
Rice of all the duties of our Religion,fo that we can ſa- 
tshe our ſelves of our own fincerity before God. 

And then fecondly to make us capable of this con. 
ftant Rejoycing belides the innocence of our lives 
there muſt goahrm and hearty perfwaſton of Gods 

partt- 
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particular Providence ; a belief that he not only dif. 
penſeth all events that come to pate in the world,even 
the moſt inconliderable ; but that the meaſure of the 
Diſpenſations of his Providence 1s infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs and nothing elſe : ſo that nothing doth 
or ever can happen to us in particular,or to the world 
in general but what is for the beſt. Now when we 
firmly believe this and frequently attend to it, how 
can we beeither folicitous tor the futureor diſcontent:- 
ed at the preſent events of things,let them fall out ne- 
ver ſo crols to our delires andexpeRations? This is 
the belt Antidote im the world (and an effeQtual one 
it is) againſt all troubleand vexation and uncalineſs 
that can happen to us upon any occaſ1on whatſoever, 
to wit, the conl1deration that all things are mana 
by an infinitely Wiſe and good God, and will at laſt 
prove for the beſt, how unaccountable ſoever they ap- 
pear to us at prefent. And this 1s that which the wile 
man in{1nuates in the verſe before the Text when he 
ſaith that God hath made every thing beautiful in his ſeaſon. 
Thirdly, Another requiſite both for the procuring 
and preſerving this continual chearfulneſs and reoy- 
cing, 13a frequent and fixed attention to the great 
rewards of the other world, which God hath promi- 
{ed to all that truly love him and endeavour to pleaſe 
him. This con{1deration will extreamly add to our - 
comfort and contribate to our' Rejoycing under all 
the miſerics and afflictions that we can poſſibly fall in- 
to, namely, that whatſoever condition we are in here 
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weſhall certainly in alittle time bein a moſt happy and 
glorious one, and the worſe our circumſtances are in 
this life,the greater (it we be good) ſhall be our happi- 
nels m the next, for theſe light affliions ( as S, Paul tells 
us ) which indure but for a moment, do work for us afar more 
exceeding weight of glory. 

This then 1s the joy that we are to endeavour after 
in the firſt place, to be conſtantly well pleas'd and con. 
tented with our preſent condition, whatever it be,and. 
theſe are the ways to attain to it.. 

But ſecondly, there is another more particular No- 
tion of Fejoycing, and which I conceive Solomon doth 
chiefly intend.in.the words of the Text, and that is 
the free and.comfortableenjoyment of the good things 
of this life that God hath bleſſed us with, in oppoſition 
tO a pinching and. penurious way of living.. This L 
fay ſcems to be the notion of Fejoycing that the Text 
ſpeaks of, as appears by. the following verſe. Solomon 
haviog told us 1n.the text, that there 18nothing better 
for a.man.than to rejoyce and dogood, he adds by way of 
explication of what he meant by rejoycing,theſe words, 
that every.man ſhould eat and drink aud enjoy the good of all his 
labaurs, for it-is the gift of God. And frequently in this 
Book of Eccleſiaftes doth he perſwade tothis kind of 
rejoycing.. Thus in Chap. 2. ver. 2 4.. there-is _ bet- 
ter for a man, thanthat he ſhould eas and drink, and that he 
fhould make his ſoul enjoy good iu bis labour, this. alſo] ſaw it 
was fromthe hand of, God. And in- Chap. . v.18. Behold 
thas. which L have ſeen, it is. good and comely for one to eat and. 
edn. aa 
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drink,and to enjoy the good of all his labour 's that he taketh under 
the ſun all the days of his life which God giveth him, for it is 
his portion. And in Chap.6. v. t, 2. he repreſents it as 
a great evil that he hath ſeen under the ſun,and yet ſuch an evil 
as is common among men, that a man t0 whom God hath oiven 
riches,and wealth, and honour, {that he wameth nothing for his 
ſoul of all that he deſireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat 
thereof, but afiranger eateth it, this ( ſaith he ) is vanity and 
an evil diſeaſe. 

And there is certainly great reaſon in what he ſaith. 
For to have a plentiful portion of the good things of 
this life.and not to have the heart-to make uſe of them 
for the enjoyment of our felvesand friends; for the re- 
freſhing us under the toyl that this life doth expoſe us 
to; for the promoting Acquaintance and Society; 
andthe rendering our condition as ealte as may. be, is 
as unaccountable a folly as we can be guilty of, and 
makes usreally as poor and necefſitous as thoſe that 
want bread, but only not ſo pitiable. 

Taking now this to be the ſence of rejoycing in the 


Text; ( as I believe it is) we have from hence a-good: 
warrant for this days Meeting, for we come _— 


to rejoyce 1n Solomons ſence, that is, to eat anddrink. and to 


enjoy the good of our laboursit bein 8 the gift of-God lo-todo.. 


And this practice of ours 15 not only reaſonable in. 


it ſelf, but s commended tous by the example of Gods 
FeoPi both under the Law and.the Goſpel: The 


ews by. the. appointment. of Ged: himſels were to: 
meet every-year three times at Jeruſalem, the Gapital: 
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City ofthe Nation © feafi and to rejoyce before the Lord, as 

we have itin the expreſs words of Moſes, And the 

Chriſt:ans fornear two hundred years after our Sa- 

viour had their Agape, their Fealt; of charity wherein 

they met together both poor and rich to enjoy and 

make merry one with another. It1s true theſe Feaſts 

wereat length left oft by common conſent, becauſe 
there grew abuſes in them; they became occaſ1ons of 
Luxury and excels, and ſo matters of ſcandal to our 
Religion. But this was not anll refle&tion upon the 
thing itſelf, which was innocent and commendable, 
but upon the abuſe of the thing. A good and laudable 
inſtitution was perverted to evil purpoles. However 
this very conſideration ought to make us very caretul 
of our carriage and behaviour in theſe our Meetings, 
le(t we fall under the ſame inconveniencies, which 
that we may prevent, Two things are eſpecially need- 
ful to be taken care of by us. 

Firſt, That we do not exceed the bounds of re- 
joycing preſcribed to Chriſtians, that is, that we avoid 
all exceſs, and uſe the Creatures of God, ſoberly and 
temperately, ſo as to give offence to none,nor to make 
proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof. 

And ſecondly, That we take care to perform and 
make good theends and delignsof theſeFeaſts of rejoyc- 
ing,whuch ends,if we will take our meaſures from thoſe 
Laws that God gave to his own People in the Old 
Teſtament, and which the modern ow; themſelves 
in their Commentarics take notice of; and which are 

{o 
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fo reaſonable in themſelves that without any Autho- 
rity they dorecommend themſelves to us, are theſe 
four following. 

Firſt, T hat we Rejoyce before the Lord,that is,that 
we make our humble acknowledgments and return 
our due praiſes and thanks to him for all the good 
things he hath bleſſed us with in our lives, confeſſin 
that all we have is from his free bounty and goodneſs, 
and that our Meeting together 1s to onlfh his name 
upon thataccount. And this was the thing that was 
meant by thoſe ſolemn Sacrifces that the Jews were 
bound to offer at Jeruſalem at their Annual Feaſts. 

The ſecond end of theſe Feaſts 1s to take occaſion: 
from henceto learrrour duty,to be in{truced inall the 
branches of that obedience we owe nnto God. For as 
Maimonides obſerves, that was one of the principal rea- 
fons of God; calling together all the people of the 
Jews to appear at the Feaſt of Tabernacles, to wit, 
that they might hear the Law read unto them ; and: 
this deſign is E ſuppoſe purſued by usin our chuling, 
this Place to Aſſemble in. 

A third end of theſeFeaſts(as the fame Maimmides tells. 
us)& is manifeſt fromScrjpture is to promote acquains 
tance & Friend(hip,and brotherly love one with ano- 
ther. And this 1s a very noble end,and-ferves many ex- 
cellent purpoſes,and nothipg can be beyond it except 

The fourth and laſt end of theſe Meecting;,which 18: 
to dogord; to exerciſe our Charity towards our poorin-- 
digent Brethren. No man at the Solemn Feaſts of the: 
Jews, 
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Jews, was to appear before the Lord empty. He was to bring 
his offering not only to God by way of recognition 
and acknowledgment to him: but for the poor alſothat 
they might rejoyce as wellas he. T his 1s well obſerved 
by Maimonides from Deut. 16.14. where it is thus ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt rejoyce in thy feaſt,thou and thy ſon, and thy daugh- 
ter,thy man-ſervant and thy maid-ſervant, the Levite and the 
Ntranger, the fatherleſs and the widow that are within thy gates. 
T his then is the great end of our Afſembly,that not 
only we, but the Fatherleſs and the widow ; all of our 
Countrey, that need our Charity, may rejoyce with us 
and for us. And this is that which Solomon joyns with 
rejoycing 1n the Text, There is nogood in them but for a man 
to rejoyce and do good ; and what that man who by the 
{ſentence of God was declared the wiſeſt of all men 
bath thus joyned together, let none of us preſumeto 
put alunder. Theſe are the Rules, and theſe are 
the ends that we are to obſerve in this our Fealt; and 
let us all for the Honour of Chriſts Religion, and for 
the credit of our particular Countrey, charge the 
obſervation of them upon our ſelves : which if we 
can all reſolve todo, I can ſafely apply toevery one 
of you, that ſaying of S olomon 1n the 9th Chapter of 
this book of Eccleſraſtes, and the 7th verſe, with which 
I (hall conclude: Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, 
and drink thy wine with a merry-heart, for- God now accept- 


th thy work. 
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To the Right Hovowable -  \ * 
Sir ROBE RT: CLAYT 0 A, 


Lord MAYOR 
LONDON 


And to His 


L AD Y. 


RiGaut HonouraBLE, 


Make bold to prefix both Your Names 
tot his Sermon, though it was at Your 
Requeſt, Manan, that I publiſhed it, not 
only becauſe I have received many Obliga- 
tions from You both, which I take thu Op- 
portunity to acknowledge and thank You for : 
But alſo becauſe You are both known to be 
# > 15 Emi- 


The Epiſtle Dzp1cartorr, 
Eminent Examples of that Virtue which-s 
in the following Diſcourſe Recommended. 
May all in Your Circumſtances imitate You 
herein ; | and may. You always be in a condi- 
Py | a WY af 14h _ prayeth, 


feel | 9 : 


" * Fonr moſt Obliged: 
and Humble Servant, 
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SERMON 


PREACHED 
Are the SPITTLE. 


1 T 1x. vi. 17, 18, 19. 
Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high 


minded, nor truſt in uncertain riches, but in the living 
God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy. 

That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready ts 
diſiribute, willing to communicate. 

Laying upin ſlore for themſelves a good foundation againſt 
the time to come that they may lay hold an eternal life. 


| ROTIUS his Note upon this Text is 
(3 this, that St. Paul now having finiſhed this 
his Epiſtle to Timothy, it comes into his 

mind that there was need of ſome more particular 
application tobe made, and admonition to be given 
to thole Wealthy Merchants, with which the 
City of Epheſus ( where Timothy reſided ) did then 
B abound ; 
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abound; and upon this conſideration he inſerts 
thoſe words I bave now read, charge them that are 
rich in this world, &c. 

How famous ſoever the City of Epheſus was at 
that time for Wealth or Trade; there is little 
doubt to. be made, that this City of ours ( praiſed 
be God for it ) doth jnthofe reſpects, at this day, 
equal, if not much exceed it. And therefore that 
which S.Paul thought of ſo great importance asto 
give eſpecial orders to Timothy, to preſs upon the 
Epheſian Citizens, will always be very fit to be ſe- 
rioully recommended to you in this place; and 
more eſpecially at this time, {1nce it is the proper 
work of the day. Waving therefore wholly the ar. 
gument of our Saviours Reſurrefim, upon: which 
you. have before been entertained ; I apply my ſelf 
without farther preface to conclude this. Eaſter- So- 
lemnity with that, with which St. Paul concludes 
his Epiſtle, viz. with a ſhort diſcourſe of the Fich 
mans great duty and concernment, which. is in theſe 
words plainly ſet forth to us. 

In them we may take notice of theſe three Ge- 
nerals, which ſhall make the heads of my follow- 
vg diſcourle, ; 

Firſt, The duty it ſelf incumbent upon thoſe that 
are- rich in this world, expreſled in ſeveral particulars. 

Secondly, the great Obligation that lies upon 
them tothe performance of it, which we may ga- 
ther 
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ther from the vehemence and the Authority with 
which St. Paul orders Timothy to preſs it, charge 
them ( faith he ) that are rich, that they bena, &c. 

Thirdly, the mighty encouragement they have 
to obſerve this charge, for hereby, they lay up to thems- 
ſelves in ſtore a good foundation againſt the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal life. 


Firſt, I begin with the Rich mans duty, which 
1s here A in Four points, two of them Ne- 
gative, teaching what things he ought to avoid; 
the other two poſitive, teaching what he ought to 
practiſe. They are thele, 


I. That he ſhould not be high minded. 

IE. That be ſhould not truſt in uncertain riches. 

IHE. That be ſbould traſt in the living God. 

LV. That he ſbould do good be rich in good works,&c. 


; The Firlt thing that ts given in charge to all 
thoſe that are rich in this world, is that they P not high 
minded, 13 v4nnoPeyrey, that they do not think too 
well of themſelves for being rich, and take occa- 
fon from thence to deſpiſe others that are in mean- 
er circumſtances than they. Theyare not to value 
themſelves a jot the more, or to think worſe of 
others upon account of that outward fortune they 
are poſſeſſed of, but are in all their converſation to 
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expreſs the fame moderation and humanity and 
ealineſs and obligingnels of temper to thoſe they 
have todo with, even the meaneſt and the pooreſt, 
as if they {ſtood with them upon the ſame level. 

And-with very great reaſon hath St. Paul given 
this caution to rich men. For by the experience of 
the world it hath been always found, that wealth 
isapt to puff up, to make men look big, and to 
breed in them a contempt of others; but what little 
ground there isfor this, is calily ſeen by any that 
will give themſelves leave to conlider. 

For what doth any of theſe worldly goods 
( which make us keep at diſtance ) really add to a 
man in point of true worth and value? do they 
either recommend him more to God or to wiſe men 
or even to himſelf, it he have agrain« of ſenſe in 
him, than if ke was without them? certainly they 
donot. For that for which cither God approves us, 
or wiſe men eſteem us, or we can ſpeak peaceand 
content to our.ſelves, is.not any thing without: us, 
any thing that fortune hath given to-us; but ſome- 
thing that we may more truly call our own, ſome 
thing that we were neither born. with, nor could 
any body hinder us of, nor can_be taken from. us, 
that is to ſay, the Riches of our minds, our Vir-. 
tuous and commendabie qualities. x 

A man 1s no morea hit objec of eſteem, meer! 


for being rich, than the beaſt he rides. on ( if I may. 
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uſe the old compariſon ): is of commendation for 
the - coftly Trappings he wears. © , | 


Secondly, Another caution given to thoſe that 
are rich;in this world, 1s, that they (hould not truſt in 
uncertain riches. This likewiſe is a temptation to 
which they are expoſed, and our Saviour hath very 
lively ſet it forth tous in the Parable of the Fich 
manin the Goſpel, who having got mighty poſleſſi- 
ons, and filled his barns, thought of nothing fur- 
ther ; but preſently faith to himſelf, ſoul rake thy eaſe, **& 3 
eat, drink and be merry, for thou haſt goods laid up for | 
many years : But the concluſion of that parable doth 
ſufficiently ſhew the vanity and-ridiculouſneſs of 
this truſling in our riches, for a meſſage comes to hind 
from God, Thou fool, this nighs ſhall thy ſoul be required 
of thee, and then whoſe ſball al theſe things be that thou haſi 

rovided ? It ts the greate(timadnefs in the world to 

pleaſe, or ſpeak peace to our ſelves upon account 
of that, which we are not ſure to.enjoy a day, but 
we may for any thing we know be ſnatch'd away 
the next moment 1nto another world, and ſo muſt 
leave thejoy and pride of our hearts to we know 
not whom. 

But ſuppoling we had ſome certainty of our 
lives, and could promiſe our ſelves that we ſhould 
not leaye our wealth for ſome competent time,. yet 
t we have nocertainty that. our. wealth willnot kave 

Us. . 


UMI 


6 


eA. Sermon: preached . 


us. How proſperous ſoever our preſent circum 
ſtances be, yet we caanot- enſure/ the continuance 
of them; thereare a thouſand accidents may hap- 
pen every day which may ſtrip us as naked as when 
we came into the world; and we may be reduced 
to the extremities of thoſe who are now the greateſt 
objects of our compaſſion and charity ; and this is 
that which St. Pa in the Text infinuates when he 
calls them uncertain riches. But what are we thento 
truſt in, if not in theſe things? this St. Paul ſhews 
in the words following which make 


T he Third mſtance of the Rich mans duty, Zer 
them ( ſaith he ) ruſt in the living God, who giveth to 
all men richly 10 enjoy. The ſence KA isthis: Letthem 
from the bottom ol their hearts acknowledge God 
to bethe Author and piver of all that they poſſeſs: 
How much ſoever their Heads projeted, or their 
Hands laboured, or their Parents and Friends 
were kind tothem; yet it is the ProvidenceoftheAl. 
mighty towhichthey owe all. The ſame divine tore- 
ſight and contrivancethat feeds the Fowls of the air, 
and clothes the Flowers of the held, doth alfo give 
them richly all things to enjoy ; and therefore upon that 
Providence are they entirely to 67 tong , as much 
excrciling Faith in God, and repoling confidence 
in him, as if they had no viable proviſions made for 


them : And as heartily returning thanks to their / 


great 
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preat Benefator for every blefling they have 
{ ſeem it never ſo much their own already, ) as a 
hangry man that knows not where to get a meal, 
would to him that ſhould give him a plentiful en- 
tertainment. In a word, thoſe that have all things 
m this world muſt as devoutly look up to God, 
both in gratefully aſcribing to him every enjoyment 
either paſt or preſent, and in a full truſt and rely- 
ance upon him for what is to come, as thoſe that 
hve from hand to mouth) fince it is the fame divine 
Providence that feeds and maintains both the Poor 
and the Rich, and of his infinite goodneſs gives to- 
all that fear him, even to the poor as well as the rich, 
all things to enjoy ; and though to the one more 
plentifully, yet to the other perhaps with as much: 
content though not in ſo great abundance. 


The Fourthand laſt part of the Rich mans duty 
here mentioned concerns the right uſe of that. 
wealth that God hath given him. Now the right 
uſe of Riches according to the Text doth confaſt 
in theſe things. That thoſe that have them do good 
with them, that they be rich in ggod works, that they be. 
ready. to diſtribute, willing to communicate.. 

If we ſuppoſe every one of theſe diſtin&t:phraſes 
in the Text, to denote a diftina- thing, then we 
are togive this account of the pallage, That S.Paul 
here uſeth a gradation in his ſpeech, begins —_ 
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the:loweſt apd moſt general expreſſions of Charity, 
and {o goes onto higher degrees ot it; in cach follow 
ing phraſe intending to ſay ſomething more .great 
or particular than what he had ſaid in the former, 
whichis a moſt uſual and elegant ſcheme of Rhe- 
torick. According to this account ( as the words 
are very capable ot it ) there are four things here 
preſcribed to the rich man in the-ule of his riches. 

1. That he do good with them, that is the moſt 
general point, that 1s, that he 1imploy them ſome 
way or other for the benefit of others. He muſt 
not live to. himſelf alone, he muſt deſign greater 
things than the getting an eſtate, or the railing a 
family ; ifothers be not advantaged by him, he is 
rich tono purpoſe. And therefore it will concern 
him to do kindneſles and good offices where he 
can, to be liberal and Hoſpitable, to oblige his 
Friends and Relations all ways poſſible, to aſſiſt all 
about him with his counſel, to encourage them 
by hisexample; ina word, to make uſc of that In- 
tereſt and Reputation that his fortune hath given 
him above others, to do kindnelles tothem. 

2. Hemuſt not thiok it ſufficient to do this good 
now and then, upon particular and more rare oc- 
caltons; but he mult abound in as of goodnels. 
That is the meaning of the \Apoitles ſecond ex- 
prefiion of being rich in good , works. He muſt ſo 
ſtudy and improvean the Art of doing good, that 
BF his 
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his good deeds do equal his riches, nay the words 
import that his true riches are only placed in, and 
to be meaſured by his good deeds. He 1s not to 
think himſelf farther rich than he is rich in good 
works. The more plentifully God hath bleſſed him 
with worldly wealth, the morediligent and indu- 
ſtrious and folicitous he mult be to do good with 
it, otherwiſe he is poorer than thoſe that perhaps 
he now and thenout of charity relieves. 

And ly, Leſt this doing good, and being rich in good 
works ſhould only be wterpreted of doing ſuch 
kindneſles and good deeds that colt us nothing but 
the expence ofvur time orthe employment of our 

ains, or the ufe of our intereſt with others ; the 
Apoſtle adds this further thing, that the Rich man 
mult be ready to diſtribute; that is, very free to part 
with his money according to the proportion God 
hath bleſſed him with, upon every occaſton of real 
and uſeful charity; whether that charity be of a 
more = nature, as for inſtance, when it is 
exprelled for the advancing Religion and the ſer- 
viceof God, or for the making Nladien provil1- 
ons for the poor, or laſtly, any way tor the ſerving 
the neceſſities, or increaling the conveniencies of 
the place where we live, by any publick uſeful be- 
nefaction:; Or 2ly, whether this charity be of a 
more private nature, extendingno farther than to 
particular perſons that come mn our way, whom 
C We 
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weare,convinced.to be.real objetsof 1t; to theſe 
likewiſe we mult be ready todiltribute.; everypoor 
neceſlitous-perſon hath a right to part of what we 
have, if we can really fatisfie- our ſelves, that: our 
alms will do him a real good, and will not be any 


' great prejudice to us. 


But 4zhly and laſtly, the Apoſtle adds another: 


thing toall this, and that: is;that the Rich.man muſt 
be willing 1» communicate. If the ſence of this phraſe 
be diflerent from the former it will ſeem to import 
yet a higher degree-of Liberality. It will import 
that. Rich men ſhould be: of ſuch publick ſpirits, 
and ſo little eſteem- their wealth thew : own; ky | 
ſhould in a manner be-made a common thing, where- 
iz all ſhould- ſhare-as there: was. occaſ1on, Thus is 


the. notion. of -x«rovia Or communicating, as it: was 


uſed in the: beginnirig. of Chriſtianity. S. Luke in 
Afls 2+ having told us that the firſt Chriſtians con- 
tinued 1n the Apoſtles doctrine, and in commu- 
nicating, preſently explains what he meant by that 
communion. All ( faith: he 'v. 44.) that believed 
were together and had all things common, and ſold their 
paſſeſſions and goods, and. parted them to all men as- every 
man had need, 

God be.thanked theChurch of Chriſt is not now in 


| ſuchcircumſtances that it seither needful or reaſon- 


able preciſely to obſerve the practice of thoſe times 
as,to, this matter. We are not only not obliged to 
| part 
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part with the propriety of our cſiate, and tolive in 


commonasthefritperſecutedChriſtians did, but we 


ſhould be highly indiſcreet,not to fay imurious both 


toour ſelvesand the publick,if we did. But this not- 


withſtanding, their praRice 'and the charge here 


lax upon us'to be communicative will thus far oblige 
us,viz, that-we Chriſtians ſhould always retain that 


publick generous fpirit that they in the firſt times 
-were acted with. We ſhould fit folooſe from-the 
-world, -and'ſo unconcerned in the diſtintion of 
-meum and #wm, that we ſhould make it onr buſt- 
\neſs:to do good with what we have, thinking-our 


wealth belt employed when it is put to that ule. 
And when the cauſe of God, and the common in- 
tereſt of our Chriſtian Brethren doth require'it, we 
ſhould thenas freely part with all we have as our 


Predeceſlors in Chriſtianity did, Following herein 


the Precept of our Lord to the young man who 


came to enquire of him what he ſhould do that he 


might inherit eternal life, and who 'was thns an- 
ſwered by our Saviour,that though he had kept the 
Commandments, yet he wanted one thing to make 
him perfe>t (that is to make him a True Chriſtian) 
and that was, to ſell all that he had and give to the poor 
and come and follow him, and then he ' ſhould have trea- 
ſure in Heaven, Mat. 19. 21. 


C 2 Thus 
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Thus bave I given you a brief account of each 
articular of the Rich mans duty as it is ſuram'd u 
in the Text; and ſome perhaps will think it is ſe- 
vere enough ; whether it be ſo or no, I now diſpute 
not, but I am ſure it is ſeverely required of them, 
This we may gather from dS. Pauls way of urging 
it, charge them ( laith he ) that are rich in this world that 
they be not high minded, 8c. He doth not ſay, recom- 
mend this to them as a thing that 1s very reaſonable 
in it ſelf, and will highly ns them; he doth 
not ſay, put them in mind of it as a thing by which 
they may gain a great deal of Honour and reputa- 
tion totheir Religion ; he doth not ſay, exhort and 
perſwade them to it, as a thing that will at laſt con- 
duceto their own advantage : But he faith, charge 
it upon them, intimating that there was a neceſſity 
they ſhould thus praftiſe, it was a duty indiſpenſa- 
bly incumbent upon all of them; and this is the Se- 

cond General Point I am to infift on. 

And certainly this order of S. Paul to. Timothy 
is a ſtanding warrant, a perpetual. commiſſion to 
all Miniſters of the Goſpel to.charge the ſame thing 
upon all Rich men in all places and times. But in the 
preiling and , enforcing this. charge I. ſhall not fo 
much have regard to.the three former duties. as 
to the laſt, which concerns the doing good with 
our wealth, the exerciling ats of Bounty and 

das 1) W1 | Charity 
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Charity as we have opportunity. Charge them that 
are rich in this world, that they do good, that they be rich 


in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate. 


Now in Four reſpects eſpecially, Rich men are 
thus to be charged, and a neceſſity lies upon them 
to pra&tile accordingly, viz. 


Gratitude, 
Juſtice, 
In point of yo "ek 
Self-preſervation. 


Ff all theſe put together do not make the obliga- 
tion indiſpenſable 1 know not what will, I will 
ſpeak briefly of each particular, 

Firſt, if Rich men do not thus employ their 
wealth, they are guilty of great Ingratitude. That is 
the leaſt evil imputation they fall under, and yet to 
any ingenuous man it is heavy enough, for to call 
a man Unthankful is as great a reproach as you can 
caſt upon him. 

W hoever acknowledgeth the Being of God, and 
owns his Providence in the. world, mult.neceſlarily 
believe that all that portion of good things which 


he. enjoys 18 this life doth proceed.from that God. 


as the Author and Fountain, though they be im- 
mediately conveyed to.bim by the Miniſtery of ſe- 
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.cond Cauſes ; and his Reafon-and Humanity will 
ſuggeſt to him,that thereare ſome returns of Grati- 
tude tobemadetoHim'that.of his free bounty hath 
thus obliged him; but what returns can he make 
to God for his bleſſings, other than in communica. 
tg thoſe: bleflings among his fellow creatures? 
To think that a verbal acknowledgment of God's 
favours 18 a ſuitable return, is againlt the common 
ſenceof mankind, who know that there goes more 
to a mans being truly grateful'than the entertaining 
the perſon that obliged him with fair ſpeeches and 
roteſſions of his Obligations : And on the other 
{1de, to think of requiting God in a proper ſence, 
by returning real kindneſfes to him, for thoſe he 
hath done to-us, 1s equally abſurd ; for all the ſervi- 
ces we can Pay to him, cannot add any thing to his 
infinite Blefledneſs, 'How then muſt we expreſs 
our thankfulneſs for the wealth that he hath beſtow 
ed upon us? why he himſelf hath preſcribed the 
way tous, Hehath devolved his right toour kind- 
neſs upon our Brethren. He hath deputed them to 
receive the real teltimonics of our gratitudeto him, 
and whatſoever obligations we put upon them, he 
takes them asan exprefſion of our Loveand thank- 

fulnefs to him. be 
T his our Saviour himlelf hath told us1n expreſs 
words, in the '2 5 of S. Matt. Inaſmuch (ſaith he) as ye 
have done it, i. e. done a&ts of kindneſs and charity to 
one 
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onte of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye- have done it unto 
me. And the charitable contributions of the Hebrew 
Chriſtians to their indigent brethren, is by S: Paul 
ſtyled a work and labour of love ſhewed to God himſelf, 
Heb. 6. If therefore Rich men would not be un- 
kind and ingrateful to him that gave them all they 
have ; there is a neceſlity they ſhould do good,&c. 

Secondly, The Practice of this muſt likewiſe be 
charged upon them in point of Juſtice as well as 
Gratitude, 1t is a piece of diſhoneſty not to do. good 


with the wealth that God hath givenus,. for it is a. 


fallifying our truſt, it is an embezling our Maſters 


O . 
thoſe he gave us them for. We are not-to think: 


that God ever made a man rich for his own ſake- 


alone, for the ſerving his own turns, and the ſati;- 
faftion of his own private delires without reſpect 
to the community. No at the beſt we are but the 


Stewards of Gods bleſſings. A Rock of Talents. 
he hath committed to all of us, toſome in greater: 


and to others in ſmaller proportions, - and'out- of 
this ſtock he hath given us leave to make provifion: 
for the neceſſities and conveniencies of our ſelves 


and our famulies; but we muſt not think all our: 


own that accrues to us, ſo that it 1s at our liberty 
whether we will hoard it-up or ſpend it profuſely. 


No, we mult have regard to the re{t of our Maſters. 


ſervants. After we have ſerved our own-needs we 
| | mult 


goods, and putting them to quite other-uſes than: 
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muſt diſpenſe the ſurpluſage among the family of 
God, otherwiſe we are falle and wicked Stewards, 
we abuſe and miſemploy our Maſters T alents, and 
a ſevere account we (ſhall one day render tor {o do- 
ing. 
Thirdly, Mens Religion and Ghriſtianity are 
alſo deeply concerned in this point. Works of | 
Charity are ſo eſſential to all Religion, and more 
eſpecially to that which we call Chriſtian,that with- 
out them it is but an empty name in wholoever 
profelles it. Let men pretend what they will, Jet 
them be never ſo Orthodox in their belief, or re- 

ular in their converſation, or ſtrict in the perfor- 
mance of thoſe duties that relate to the worthip of 
God, yet if they be hard hearted and uncharitable, 
if God hath giventhem wealth, and they have not 
hearts to do good with it, they have no true piety 
towards God. They may have a name to live, but 
they are really dead. An unmerciful Chriſtian, or 
aReligious covetous man, are terms that imply a 
contradi&tion. For the ſatisfying you of this, I ſhall 
but need to put theſe following queſtions, 

Can that man be accounted Religious that nei- 
ther loves God nor his neighbour ? ſure hecannot, 
for theſe two things are the whole of Religion as 
the Holy Scripture often aſſures us; but now the 
Cove<tous man neither doth the one nor the other. 
His neighbor: he doth not love, that is certain ; for 
if 


at the Sp1TTLE, T7 
ifhe did they would find ſome fruits of it; unleſs this 


be to be accounted love to give them good words, 
ro.ſay to a brother or a ſiſter that is naked and deſtitute of 
daily food, depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled, when you $ 
notwithſl anding they give them not thoſe things that be **** 
needful for the body. But this kind of love S. James 
bath long ago declared not to be worth any thing. 
And as for the love of God another Apoſtle hath 
ut it out of doubt, that the uncharitable man hath 
no ſuch thing in him. Whoſo ( faith S, Fobn ) hath « 34s 3, 
this worlds good and ſeeth his brother have need, and (hut- "7: 
teth up his Gb compaſſion from him, how dwelleth 
the [ove of God in him 2 For he that loveth not his brother Cap. 4. 20, 
whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God whom he hath 
wot ſeen ? 
Can he be thought a Religious man or a true 
Chriſtian, that wants the two main qualifications 
that go tothe making up a Diſciple of Chriſt, that 
is to ſay, Faith and Repentance? yet this doth he 
that is rich in this world, but is not rich in good works. 
Good works are the very ſoul of Faith, and it is 
no more alive without them than the Body is with- 
out the Spirit, as S. James has expreſly told us. If gone x; 
we mean that our Fath ſhould avail us any thing, ** 
it mult work ( or be made perfet) by Charity, .,_ . 
faith S. Paul, for though a man have all faith ſo that 
he could remove mountains, i. e. though he be ſo heartily 
perſwaded of the truth of Chriſts Religion as - 
D the 
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the ſtrength of. his belief. to be able to wonk miura- 
cles, as was uſual inthe fir{t times of Chriſtianity, 
yet if he have not charity his Faith: is nothing. It it be 
ſaid that the charity that S.Paul makes fo neceſſary 
to cflefual Faith, isnot givingalms but quite ano- 


. ther thing, for according to him a man may give all 


his goods 10 feed the. poor, and yet want the Charity 
that he ſpeaks of : . Lanſwer, it is truea man may 
give alms, and very largely, and! yet want that 
Charity that S. Paul here ſo much recommends; 
but then on the other {1de, none can have that 
Charity, that he ſpeaks of, but they will, certainly. 
expreſs it-\in alms.and:bounty as they have ability 
and opportunity: ſo that for all this ſuggeſtion. 
Alms and bounty are abſolutely neceſlary to: the: 
efficacy.of Faith,if there be. oppoxtunity of doing 
them : The, plain; account of- this matter: is this, 
S. Paul, ſpeaks.of Charity with reſpect to its in- 
ward principle. in the heart, which conſiſts in-an. 
univerſal kindneſs. and. good: will to. the whole: 
Creation of God; and'we ſpeak of-it with ref 
to:the outward.fruits; of-it in:thelife and converſaz: 
tion, which areall ſorts-of. good&works, efpecaally: 
works of- mercy. and bounty.: but-both thelecome 
to the.ſamethingasto our purpoſe, for the one al- 
way$followstheother-; whereever there. is charity 
mi the heartat mult of neceſſity ſhew it ſelf in: theſe 
kind: of aRiaus as there; 1s occaſion, otherwiſe the 
| z re T1 f RT | Chari-- 
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charity is not true but only pretended, for as S.John 
hath told us, Hethat loveth ( & 3MnSde ) in truth, muſt 
lope os tpyo in work and in deed, 

And then as for Repentance; Charity and Alms- 
piving | 19 a neceſſary mgredient into that alſo. 
When S: J-hn Baptiſt came preaching Repentance rue 4.10, 
unto 1ſrael, the people asked him ſaying what ſhall ** 
we' do? meaning in what manner they ſhould 
expreſs their Repentance: his anſwer was 
this, He that hath two'toars Tet him impart to bim that hath 
Wome; ntl hethat bath' ment lel him - do fo likewiſe; and 
{uitable tothis was'the Prophets advice tothe King 
of Babylon, when he exhorteth him to Repentance, 
break off thy fins ( ſaith he ) by righteouſneſs, ant{thy ini- 

ity by ſhewing mercy tothe poor, that is, evidence thy 

epentanceby thy Alms-giyingand Charity. 

Furthermore, can he bt ether a good man ora 
good Chriſtian, that lives'in the habitual negle& 
ofthat, which of all other virtues God in Scripture 
ſeems to1et the greateſt value upon; and contra- 
riwiſe praCtiſeth that which God hath moſt parti- 
cularly declared his hatred and averſion to? yet 
thas doth he that 1s not charitable with what he 
hath. Sohighly acceptable to God are works of 
mercy and charity,that they are detlared to be the 
Jacri fices with which he is well pleaſed, Heb. | Z-8. the things 
in which be doth delight, Ferem. 9.2.4. and Bleſſed w 
happy are they pronounced that do them,Prov. 2 2.9. 
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cap. 14. 21. for hereby men become the children of 
Ged, Luke 6. 35. and entitled to his more eſpecial 
care and proteRtion, Pſ. 41. 1, &c. nay fo dear do 
they render a man to his Maker, that the wiſe fon 
of Sirach ſcrupled not to recommend the practice 
F:clu,z, Of them inthefe terms, Be thou ( faith he) a Father 
1% #othe fatherleſs and inſtead of a husband unto their mother, 
fo ſhalt thou be as the Sonof the moſt bigh, and be ſhall 
love thee more than thy own mother doth. Nl 
On the other fide, if we will believe the Scri- 
pture, there is nothing more odious to God than 
: Tin, 6, the contrary qualities and practices. The love of money, 
3% Whichis the foundation of all uncharitabtenefs, is- 
in Scripture called the root of all evil; as certainly 
the greateſt evils and miſchiefs in the world do of- 
ten take their beginning from thence. Thoſe that 
Ezb. 5.5, Are covetous are ſtyled by the name of [dolaters, than 
which no more hateful appellation can be given to 
2716.3, a manin the Sacred language. It is faid of the cove. 
zour that God abborreth them; which implies the ut- | 
. molt averſion that the Divine nature is capable of, | 
to any ſort of menor things. The unchariable and 
bard- hearted men God hath declared he will have | 
Fan. 2.13. NO IErCy On ; but they ſhall have judgment without mercy 
that have ſhewed no- mercy. 
Fourthly and laſtly, a neceſſity there is, that 
thoſe that arerich in.this world, ſhould do good and be rich 
in good works, &c. apon their own account.. Though 
77 Jaume : there 
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there wereno other tye upon them, yet ſelf-love 
and ſclt-preſervation would oblige them to it. I 
meddle not here, how far in point of worldly in- 
tereſt they are concerned to be charitable ; though 
even the motives drawn from hence are very con- 
fiderable. For certainly, charity is a means not 
only to preſerve and ſecure to them what they have, 
and to make them enjoy it more comfortably, but 
alſo to increaſe their ſtore. No man is ever poorer 
for what he gives away in uſeful charity, but on the 
contrary he thrives better for it. God ſeldom fails, 
in this world amply to repay what is thus lent to 
him, beſides the other bleſflings that accompany his 
ſtore, and go along with it ohh childrenatter him. 
This I am ſureis ſoſemnly promiſed, and. in the or- 
dinary diſpenſationsof Providence we ſee it gene- 
rally made good ; whereas tothe. greedy and penu- 
rious man, all things fall out quite. contrary.; he 
may have wealth, but. he. hath little comfort in it ; 
for a curſe generally attends it,, of which he feels 
the ſad effeRts. in a. variouſly. miſerable. and vexa- 
tious life, and often. in. either having none, or an 
unfortunate poſterity. 

But this is not. the thing that I meanto inſiſt on. 
This world laſts but fora while,. and it. is-no great 
matter how. we fare:in it ; but we have ſouls. that 
mult live for ever. If therefore men have any. 
kindneſs for them, if they meannot.to be. undone: 
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toall:eternity; #isablolitely neceflaty! they (honld 

dopood wid what they have. ''O thattuncharita- 

ble Rich men would think apon that woe'that our 

Lig 6.24. Yaviour pronouneeth againit thetn. jb unto you 

that arerich, for- ye bave 'rbeefved your: conſolation, O 

that they: would feriouſly-eohſ{tder and- often re- 

.member thole' words of Hbraham to the Rich man 

zute 16, n Hell, Son (H1aith he') remember that thou in thy 

5. fe receivetfi thy good thinds, and Lazarus evil thi S2 
but now he is.cooiferted and thou art tormented. Not that 
its a crune tobe rich; or to have *pood things m 
our life;'\-ri6, -4it 'is' the 1nordipate love 'of their 
wealth (to which thoſe-that have 'it are too Fre- 
quently prone ) and therr not itiploymg it tothoſe 
purpoſes of-doing good for 'which-it was given ; 
it 8theſe things that bring theſe cuirſes'upon them, 

and really makes: eafier, withont an Hyperbole, for . 
a Camel to gothrough the eye of a netdle than for a rich 
man to enter into rhe Ringdom of Heaven, Luke 18, 2 5. 
Certain it is there is noone-ſm that-can be named, 
doth more fatally exdiife from Salvaton'than this 
we are ſpeaking of. *-We never find the Prophets, 
or the Apoſtles giving a liſt- of thoſe black crimes 
that will mvolve all that are guilty of them in inevi- 
table deſtruion, but we are fare to nieet with 
covetouſneſs, and all the attendants of it among 

them; as many inſtances might be given. Nay | 
ſo greatis this {in of uncharitableneſs, and not _—_ | 

good 
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good with.our wealth, that God mthe final ſen- 
tence that he ſhall paſs upon wicked men, to their 
condemnation at the lat day; :{cems to take no no- 

tice of the other {ins and crimes of their lite, but 

only tocenſure. them for this. Thus we find that 24, :;. 
when the King, having gathered all nations before.3": ©*: 
him, comes to pronounce: the {eutence upon thoſe 

on his left hand, whoare thoſe thatare doomed to 
everlatting fire; there is no mention made of their 
criminal a&tions; they: are not condemned: for 
fraud and-oppreſſton, for unbelict and irreligion, 

for lewdneſs and debauchery,” thoughany of theſe 

be enough to damn a man : but meerly: for: their- 

not doing good, for their not relieving the neceſſi» 
tous, and: exerciſing other aftsof Charity: when it 

was in: thar power; | 


| Since.now from theſe Conhderations it doth 
pear how neceſlary,how: indifpeniable aduty it is 
to-do good with what we have, to-be rich ingood works, 
to be ready.to diſiribute,. and. willing to communicate ; let- 
me at this time charge all-of:you that are rich in this- 
world; as you would not be unthankful-to- your: 
great Benefaftor, nor unjuſt to your neighbours ; 
as you have any pity towards God, or any. care: 
of your own. ſouls, 'that you - put it in practice. . | 
| And. two inſtances. of this great duty. the. pre-. | 
| ſent occaſion, and” the exigence of things: Tok. 
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oblige me more particularly to recommend to 

ou. | 
: The firſt is the buſineſs of the Hoſpitals; the 
encouraging and promoting that Charity which 
the piety of our Anceſtors begun, and whoſe ex- 
amples their Succeſſors have hitherto worthily 
followed, and of which we ſce excellent effes at 
this day ; for this we need no better proof than the 
Report given in of the great number of poor Chil- 
dren, and other poor people maintained in the 
leveral Hoſpitals, under the pious care of the 
Lord Mayor, Commonalty, and Citizens of Londen 
the year laſt paſt. ; | 


For theſe ſo great inſtances of Charity what 
have we to do, but with all Gratitude tocomme- 
morate thoſe noble and publick ſpirits that firſt 
began them; and with all devotion to put up our 

rayers to God for all thoſe now alive that have 
bn promoters and encouragers of ſuch good 
works; and laſtly, with all chearfulneſs and dili- 
e to follow theſe Patterns by liberally contri- 
buting to their Maintenance and advancement. 
Thele att the Publick Banks and Treaſuries in 
which we may ſafely lodge that money which we 
lend out to God, and may trom him expe the In- 
tereſt. O what comfort will it be to us when we 
come todye, to beableto ſay to our ſelves, That 
ens Je. IT j | portion 
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portion of goods that God hath in his Providence 
diſpenſed to me, I have neither kept unprofitably 
in a Napkin, nor {quander'd it away upon my lults, 
but part of it I have put out towards the reſtoring 
my miſerable Brethren tothe right aſe of their rea- 
ſon and underſtanding; part of it to the amend- 
ing mens manners, and from idle and difſolute 
perſons,redeeming them to virtue and ſobriety, and 
making them ſomeway profitable to the Publick ; 
part of it for the healing the f{ick, and curivg the 
wounded, and relieving the miſerable and neceſſi- 
tous; and laſtly, another part of it towards the 
Educating poor helpleſs Children in uſeful arts for 
their bodies, and in the Principles of True Reli- 
gion for their Souls, that ſo both in their Bodies 
and Spirits they may be in a capacity to Glorihe 
God, and to ſerve their Countrey, Theſe are all 
great things, and in which way Con of them we 
lay out our ſelves, we ſerve excellent ends of Cha- 
rity. 

Bur there is another point of uſeful publick Cha- 
rity, which though the occaſion of this meetin 
hath nothing to do with it, yet the preſent neceſſ1- 
ty of the thing doth oblige me ſeriouſly to recom- 
mend to you. There are few I believe in this 
City either ignorant, or inſenſible of the extreme 
14merouſnels of Beggars in our Streets, and un- 
le(s care be taken, their number islikely to __ 
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for this ſeems to be a growing evil. Idare not lay 
the fault of this upon the defeiveneſs of our Laws, 
nor dare I ſay, that the proviſions made for the 
poor, are incompetent or diſproportionable to the 
number of them, for perhaps the uſual publick 
Taxes, and private Free-will offerings diſcretely 
managed,would 89 a great way ha the curing 
this evil; ſuppoling the richer Pariſhes to contr1- 
bute tothe maintaining the poorer. But here is 
the miſery, we do not ſufficiently diſtinguiſh be. 
tween our poor; nor take care to make proviſions 
for them, according to their reſpe&ive neceſſities. 
There are ſome that by reaſon cither of old age, 
or evil accidents, are perfe&tly unable to earn a 
livelihood for themſelves; orto be any way uſeful 
to the publick, except by their Prayers and their 
good examples; and to ſee ſuch go a begging is 
a ſhame toour Chriſtianity, and a reproach toour 
Government. Thereare others that are fit to la- 
bour,and might prove uſeful members of the Com- 
monwealth many ways, if they were rightly ma- 
naged : now the True Charity to theſe is not to 
relieve them, to the encouragement of their idle- 
neſs; but toemploy them, to put theminto ſuch a 
way that they may both maintain themſelves and 
help towards the maintaining of others; and if 
they refuſe this, let them. ſuffer for their folly; for 
there is no reaſon that thoſe ſbould eat that will not work 
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if they be able. A neceſſity therefore there is if 


ever this ſcandalous publick nuſance of common 
begging be redreſled, that theſe four things be 
taken careof. 1. That thoſe that cannot work be 
maintained without begging. 2. Thatthoſe that 
can work and are willing, have ſuch publick pro- 
vilions made that they may be employed in one 
way or other, according as they are capable, and 
every one receive fruits of his Jabour proportiona- 
ble to his induſtry, 3. That thoſe that can work 
and will not, be proſecuted according to the 
Laws, as Rogues and Vagrants and peſts of the 
Kingdom. Ant laſtly, after fuch —_ pro- 
viltons are made for the maintaining both ſorts of 
Poor that are objects of Charity ; that 15, the help- 
leſs, and thoſe that endeavour to help themſelves ; 
that all perſons be exhorted and direed to put 
their private Charity in the right Channel, wholly 
withdrawing it from the lazy and the luſty Beg- 
gars, leſt they be thereby encouraged in their in- 
famous courſe of life, and giving it to thoſe who 

by publick order ſhall be recommended to them. 
Theſe things I hope I may without offence re- 
commend to the Wiſdom and Care ofthe Govern- 
ment of this Honourable City, fince thereare both 
Heads enough to contrive the particular ways of 
curing theſe evils, and Hands enough that will be 
open to contribute what is needful to ſo uſeful a 
= E2 work. 
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work, Certain it is the thing is practicable, ſince 
it hath been, and is practiſed in ſome Towns of 
this Nation, and in ſeveral beyond the Seas. And 
that it is needful, there is none that hath any true 
ſenſe of Charity (_ which conliſts as|much in taking 
care to prevent the miſeries and neceſſities af man- 
kind, as in relieving them ; ) there 1s none that hath 
any.regard to the Reputation of our Religion, or 
the Honour and good Government of this City or 
Kingdom,but muſt needs acknowledge. 

.. Itis one of the great Glories of this City, that 
as they have been always faithful and prudent in 
the management of thoſe Publick Charitics that they 
have been entruſted with, ſo have they been very 


ready toencreale and to add tothem. | And God 


without doubt hath bleſſed them the mare for this 
very thing ; asindeed the beſt atonement. that any 


people can makefor the many fins that the place 1s 


guilty of, is the Sacrifice. of Alms and Charity. 
And I hope that which condemned Sodom ; to wit, 
that. there were not ten righteous men found in it- ( that 
is, men: that were of a Publick ſpirit, that were 
truly. Liberal, and Bountiful, and Charitable, for 
that is an uſual Notion of. Righteouſneſs. in the Old, 
Feltament, and there are {ome paſlages in this 
Hiſtory which make it probable that it may be the 
notion of it here ) I ſay that very thing itis to be 
hoped, hath, and will preſerve this. City of aurs.; 
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becauſe, as far as we can gather, there are in it ma- 
ny times ten ſuch Righteous perſons. In truth if 
there were not ſeveral good men among us, that by 
the exemplarity of their lives, and their Charity, 
do ſtand in the gap between the reigning fins of the 
times, and the Judgments of God that threaten 
us forthem; it would be a melancholy thing: to 
think what would become of us. But fo long as 
God is pleaſed to continue to us a ſucceſſion of 
thole that fear God, and hate: covetouſneſs; that 
make it their bulineſs to do good and to ſerve their 
generation, there is hopes that he will yet continue 
to bleſs us. And fo gracious hath God been to 
our City and Kingdom in this reſpe&,that ( tothe 
lory of his name be it ſpoken ) whatever boaſts 
they of the Churchof Fome are wont to make of 
the Charitableneſs of their Religion, in-oppolition 
to- the penuriouſneſs of ours; and reproach us 
with the bounty and munificence of our Popiſh 
Anceltors, and the barrennels of their Proteſtant 
Succellors ; yet we may ſafely affirm that there 
have been more publick works of Charity done in 
this City and Kingdom fince the Reformation, 
than can be proved to have been done in the ſame 
compals of years during all the time that Popery 
prevailed among us, 
O therefore let us go'on-to dothis: Honour to 
our Religion, let us go; 0n.by our good works to 


adorn . 


29 


30 eA Sermon preached 


adorn the dodrine of God that we profeſs. Let us 
not only equal but labour to exceed the/Piety and 
the Publick-ſpiritedneſs of our Forefathers. - Let 
every one both Magiſtrates and People in their fe- 
veral capacities, be zealous and vigorous both mn 
conſulting, in contriving, and in a&ing for the 
publick good as much as 1s poſlible. 


And for your greater incouragement thus to do, 
let it be remembred, in the laſt place, that beſ1des 
the outward advantages both publick and private 
that we reap by being charitable; this is the beſt 
courle we can take to ſecure our everlaſting Hap- 

ineſs in the world to come. For to do good with 
our wealth, to be rich in good works, to be ready to di- 
ſtribute, willing to communicate, is ( asthe Apoſtle in 
the Text tells us) 'the way to lay up to our ſelves in ſlore 
a good Foundation againſt the time to come, that we may 
lay hold on eternal life. And this is the Third thing 
L am to inſiſt on fromthe Text. 

I mean not here to trouble you with the Criti- 
ciſms about the word IwaG- in the Text, by 
diſputing whether it ſhould be render'd Foundation 
as it is in our Tranſlation; though to lay up a 
foundation ſeems an unuſual way of ſpeaking ; we 
do not lay up Foundations but build upon them : 
or whether the word ſhould be taken to fignifie the 
Bond or the Evidence that God hath given us for the 
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erformance of his part of the Covenant ; as it is 
uſed by this Apoltle elſewhere, where he tells us 
that the Foundation of God ſlandeth ſure having this ſeal, 
that is to ſay, that Covenant or Indenture, that 
God hath made with mankind, andeth ſure, and 
hath this ſeal put to it ; for men do not put ſeals 
to foundations but to Covenants: Or laſtly, whe. 
ther the word ſhould be rendred a Treaſure, fo as 
toread the Text thus, laying up to themſelves a good 
Treaſure againſi the time to come, that they may lay held 
on eternal life ) The original word ( ay the Learn- 


ed ) is capable of being Tranſlated all theſe ways, ;,1, 


and the laſt ſeems as natural as any; for to lay up 
Treaſure to our ſelves againſt the time to come, 18 
a proper way of ſpeaking, and that which our Sa- 
viour frequently ufeth in that very thing we are 


here treating of. But it matters not much which 


of them we pitch upon, for they all come to one 
ſence; and that is this,. T hat to be very charitable 
in this world is a good means to ſecure to our 
ſelves a title to cternal happineſs in the next. 

Butto prevent all miſunderſtanding, that may. 
happen of this point, 1 delire before I ſpeak di- 
realy toit, to premiſe theſe two things. 

Firſt, Though we do maintain with the An- 


cient Church, the efficacy of Charity and good: 


works for the furthering a mans Salvation, - yet 


' we utterly reject.thole dodrines which the Modern: 


Romas- 
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Romaviſts have advanced in this matter. The 
Popiſh do&rines about good worksare theſe three 
following, T hat good works are meritorious ; do 
deſerve the Favour and the Rewards of God Al- 
mighty. Again, that the ſurpluſage of a mans 
good works, that is to ſay, the merits of ſo many 
of his good deeds, as are over and above what 1s 
ſufficient to ſave his own ſoul, may by the Church 
be diſpenſed out to the benefit of others, they be- 
ing part of the Churches treaſure; and upon this 
foundation they ground their Indulgences. And 
laſtly, that good works, 5. e. the Alms of dying 
rſons, that are given to the Church or Clergy, 
will by the means of the Maſſes and Diriges that 
they purchaſe to be ſaid for them, be effectual for 
the freeing their ſouls out of the Torments of Pur- 
gatory.. Theſe are the Popiſh do&trines concern- | 
ing good works,which we all juſtly reje&t.as having 
no foundation in Scripture, org d Antiquity ; 
and being apparently contrived for he promoting 
their ſecular gain and advantage. t then as for 
the neceſſity,or the conduciveneſs of good works to 
a mans Salvation, which 1sall we here plead for, I 
know no good Proteſtant but doth as earneſtly | 
contend for it as any of that Communion. 
Secondly, Whatever efficacy we attribute. to | 
works of Charity asa means for the obtaining eter- 10 


nal life; we would not be underſtood hereby to 


way | 
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exclude the neceſſary concurrence of other virtues 
| and graces to that. end. . It doth not from hence 

follow,” that it is an indifferent matter, what Reli- 
gion a,man 1s of, or what kind of life he leads, if 
he be but. mighty bountiful to the poor, and do a 
reat.deal of good in hislife. No, how accepta- 
«© bletg Gag {oeverthe Sacrificeof Alms and Cha- 
rity be, yetweare not toexpeR, it ſhall be availa- 
bleto our Salvation, unleſs it proceed froma pure 
heart, and be offered with a lively Faith in Jeſus 
(inſt, and accompanied with.a {ancere endeavour 
to obey all Gods Commandments. Eternal Hap- 
pineſs is not propoſed in the Golpel, as a reward 
of any one ſingle; virtue, no not of the greateſt, 
but of, all of them together ; .if indeed there can 
be any true virtue where there is not a conjunRion 
| of all; I ſay if. there can be, for S, James leems to 
| affirm that there cannot. MFhoſoever ( ſaith he ) 5:m.z.co: 
EA ſoul keep = whole Law, and. yet offend in one point, be is 
| wilty of all. 
y But now having ſaid this by way of caution to 
prevent all occaſion that any may take from our ſo 
earneltly preſſing Charity,to undervalue and neg- 
le other duties : It cannot be denyed on theother 
[1de, that very great effects are byour Saviour and 
his Apoltles, aſcribed to this. virtue with reſpect 
to mens Salvation in the: other world. 
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In the 6 of 8: Zi, our Lord this advileth, 
Love ( faith he) yow a % him thi ache, 
do good, and lend, hoping f ahi oh \ ſo (ball your 
rewkrd be great, and ye ſhall be t Sl of che wo 
higheſt. Now main to be eftitled to. ; great er « 
and to be the children of the nf gh doch look fatther 
than this preſent world. Our Saviour without 
_ rears the farne thing here, thathe e 
the ſarne occaſion in another phice; vis, 
(thoketary you do (good to ) caitnit re 


t you fbull be racomipenceld wt the Refirrefhion'd he 

ft. 

Again the Paritble of the ujuſf Steward, that 
provided fo well ay Hinifelf, againſt a bad time, 
ont 6F hs X& ; 4s" "Aefightd to 
this piitpc | aid thatthe Applicatiowofit ſftici- 
entlythews, s Yor our Savicur havitig faid "that the 


Loid of een: commicnded htm for tis pro- 
vidente and care of himfelf, he thus applies it to 
all his —_— PPherefore I ſay unto you, mate you friends 
t9 your ſelves'of the Miahihion of 'tait ig hteouſueſs (ie, of 
theſefalſe nes riches Fs hen you fail you may 
be rectived into everlaſting habirations, plainly declarivg, 
thatthebeſt Proviſionthat rich men can make for 
'themfelves, : uft the time -of their death, in or- 
'der to'their reception mto the other world, muſt 


bethe charitable xHons they do withtheir wealth 
while they live here. 


Laſtly, 
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very ſamething in eftec, that is ſaid in the Text; 

for this is his counſel to all that mean to be happy 

io the next life, viz. that they ſell that they have ( that 

is when the times are ſuch that it is reaſonable fo to 

do.) that they give alms ; for thereby they provide to them- 
ſelves bags which wax not old, a Treaſure in the Heanens 
rehere n» thief approecheth nar muh corrupteth. 

T 9 theſe three Texts of our Saviour, I ſhall add 

three others of three of his Apoſtles which ſpeak 

juſt to;the ſame eſte, and with them I ſhall con- 
clude. The fir{t is that of S. Paylin his Epiltle to 

the Hebrews ; where having ſpoken moſt ſevere 
things, and denounced no leis than Hell fire againſt 

the talſe brethren among them, yet thus he com- 
forts the Church.to whom he writes. But beloved #.6.s. 
( faith he ) we are perſwaded better things of you, and 
things that do accompany ſalvation, though we thus ſpeak. 

And what I pray1sthe reaſon he is thus perſwaded? 
Verily this, For God ( faith he) is not unrighteous, ,e,, 12, 
to forget your work and labor of love, which you have [be Ww- 

ed to his name, in that ye have miniſired tothe $ aints, 

and yet do miniſter. It was purely their Charity 

to the brethren, that made him have theſe good 
hopes of them, that they were in a ſtate of Salva- 
tion. Though that Church as toother things was 

in 2 very degenerate .condition, yet conſidering 

they had been laborious and diligent in the exerciſe 
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of Charity, and {till continued fo to be, God would 
not forget them, nay he was-not ſo unrighteous ug to for- 
get them.” Andthen, that which followsin the next 


. verſe, is very obſervable ; And we deſire that every 


one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence- ( to wit, in the pra- 


&ice of charity ).to the full aſſurance of hope unto the 


end. .If they would'have their hopes of a future 
life aſſured tothem, the way todo it was to perſe- 
vere in their diligent attendance to worksof mercy 
and kindneſs and charity. 
The ſecond: pallage 1s that 'of S. John, Hereby 
( faith he ) perceive: we the love of God towards us, be- 
cauſe he laid down his lift for us; and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren. But whoſo hath this worlds 
ved, and ſeeth his brother hath need, and ſhutteth up his 
; Bn" of compaſſion from him, bow dwelleth the love of 
God in him? My little children,' let us- not lvve inf word 
neither in tongue, but in deed and intruth ; and hereby we 
know that we are of the ruth, and fhall aſſure" our hearts 
before him, 1 pray mind that. By our charitable 
diſpolition and doing good to our brethren, by 
this we know we are true diſciples of Jefus Chriſt; 
and this is that, that will aſſure our hearts, will give 
us confidence to appear before Godat the laſt day 
when he comes-tojudge the world. And this is a 
nt that the Apoſile thinks ſo conliderable, that 
by goes aver with it again inthe next verſe, Beloved 
if our hearts condemn. us not (i, e. condemn us not as 
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to this point of love and: charity) then have we confi- 
dence towards God; and whatſoever we ask,we ſhall receive 
of him hecauſe we dohoſe things that are pleaſing in his ſught. 

The laft Text to this purpoſe = I defire may 

| be taken notice of, is that of S. Peter, Above all things : 5«..4.s. 

|,» my brethren have fervent charity among your ſelves, for 
charity ſball cover the multitude of ſins. O how comfor- 
table are theſe words! there is none of us, eventhe 

beſt; but hath a multitude of fins to anſwer for ; 
by what means now muſt we obtain, that theſe f1ns 

ſhall be covered ? that is, ſhall be forgiven; for co 77.41... 

| vering of (ns is the forgiveneſs of them in- the 
Scripture-language. Why, the Apoſtle hath di- 
reed us to the method, above all things put on charity, 

for it is charity that ſhall cover the multitude of ſins. Cha- 

rity ts of that power with God, that it alone, is able 

to- overcome the malignity of many of our [ins and 

> fratlties, that would otherwiſe do us miſchief. If any 
thing.can make atonement for the careleſneſs and 
the many failings of our lives; and prevent the pu- 
niſhment thatis due tothem ;. tt13to be very chari- 
table, and todo much good: Charity covers amultitude 
of ſins in this life. A great many. temporal judgments, 
that would otherwiſe have-fallen upon. us for our 
fins are hereby prevented, and that not only private 
ones but publick too: And I think it no Popery to- 
affirm that Charity.will cover a multitude of ſins in the other 
life alſo. T hat is, whoever 180f atruly charitable dil- 
politior, and doth a great decal of good in his gene- 
ration, 
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_ ration, though he may have a great many infirm; 


y 


ties and rages” to anſwer far ; yet if he be 
fincerely. virtuous in the main, and fo capable of the 
rewardyofthe other world; his other failings will be 
overlooked, they will be buried mn his good deeds, 
and the man (hall be rewarded notwithitanding.Or 
if he be a vitious perſon, and ſo mult of neceſſity fall 
ſliort of the glory that ſhall be revealed ; yet (till in 
proportion, the good he hath done in his life will 
cover the multitude of fins. T houghit will not be avail- 
able for the making him happy; becauſe he is not ca- 
pablc of being ſo; yet it will be for the leflening his 
niſhment. He ſhall bezo a much more ſupporta- 

e condition among the miſerable, than thole that 
have been unmerciful, or cruel or uncharitable in 


their lives. O therefore what remains, but that con- 


. lidering all theſe things, we ſhould be ſledfaſt, Un- 


moveable, always abounding in theſe works of the Lord, for 


as much as we know that our labour ſhall not be in vain in 


the Lord. Givi all. diligence to add to Faith, Virtue ; and 


to virtue, Knowledge , and to knowledge, Temperance ; and 
to temperance, P atience ; and to patience, Godlineſs ; and to 


| godlineſs Bratherly kindneſs, and to brotherly kindneſs, Cha- 
rity. By cur good works making our caliing and eleflion ſure, 


{ ſo ſome F149 108 have the 10th wer. of 1 Per. tx. ) 
that doing theſe things we may never fall ; but an entrance 
may be miniſired 10 us abundamty into the everlaſting king- 


dom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
THE E ND. 
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